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unearthed nothing but an antique statue, which, in order to
prove her disinterestedness, she ordered her appalled doctor
to break into little bits, she returned to her monastery.
Finally, in 1816, she moved to another house, further up
Mount Lebanon, and near the village of Djoun ; and at
Djoun she remained until her death, more than twenty
years later.

Thus, almost accidentally as it seems, she came to the
end of her wanderings, and the last, long, strange, mythical
period of her existence began. Certainly the situation that
she had chosen was sublime. Her house, on the top of a
high bare hill among great mountains, was a one-storied
group of buildings, with many ramifying courts and out-
houses, and a garden of several acres surrounded by a ram-
part wall. The garden, which she herself had planted and
tended with the utmost care, commanded a glorious prospect
On every side but one the vast mountains towered, but to
the west there was an opening, through which, in the far
distance, the deep blue Mediterranean was revealed. From
this romantic hermitage, her singular renown spread over the
world. European travellers who had been admitted to her
presence brought back stories full of Eastern mystery ; they
told of a peculiar grandeur, a marvellous prestige, an im-
perial power. The precise nature of Lady Hester's empire
was, indeed, dubious ; she was in fact merely the tenant of
her Djoun establishment, for which she paid a rent of ^20 a
year. But her dominion was not subject to such limitations.
She ruled imaginatively, transcen den tally ; the solid glory
of Chatham had been transmuted into the phantasy of an
Arabian Night. No doubt she herself believed that she was
something more than a chimerical Empress. When a French
traveller was murdered in the desert, she issued orders for
the punishment of the offenders ; punished they were, and
Lady Hester actually received the solemn thanks of the
French Chamber. It seems probable, however, that it was
the Sultan's orders rather than Lady Hester's which produced
the desired effect. In her feud with her terrible neighbour.